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An overview of electric fireplaces will be provided, with comprehensive 
information on features, benefits, and technical considerations as they relate to 
interior design. Design ideas and applications will be shared via photographs, to 
illustrate how to translate technical information into actual installations. The latest 
product introductions will also be shared. Technical information into actual 
installations.  The latest product introductions will also be shared. 
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What is an electric fireplace?
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 Flame effect is 
generated with lights, 
mirrors, and 
sometimes mist

 Heater is separate 
from the flames

 Power source is 
electricity, either 110 
volt or 220 volt
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What are the advantages of 
electric fireplaces?
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 a zero-clearance 
design allows 
mounting to drywall 
or any otheror any other 
material, without 
fireproofing
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 easy installation saves 
you time and cost

 no piping, no venting, 
no gas lines nono gas lines, no 
exterior wall access 
required, no permits

 can be installed before 
or after drywall
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 environmentally 
friendly design 

 no fumes, no carbon 
dioxide, no smoke, no 
emissions, no 
pollutants of any kind, 
no standing pilot light

 100% energy efficient
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 flame effect operates 
with or without heater

 heaters are capable of 
warming up 300 to 400 g p
s.f. on a regular 110 
volt outlet (up to 5000 
BTUs)

 professional series 
heaters on 220 volts 
heat up to 800 s.f. with 
9000 BTUs
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 Low cost

 Inserts start at $399

 Complete mantels start 
under $1000under $1000

 $.004 to .035 per hour* 
to operate without heat 

 $.19 per hour with heat 
at maximum *

* Based on 2015 Direct Energy and Power Stream rates
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 Environmentally friendly
 Equivalent to having no 

fireplace; do not reduce 
indoor air quality or burn 
fuel

 Qualify for 2 points toward Qualify for 2 points toward 
LEED certification

 Should qualify for 7 points 
under ICC-700*

 Not restricted by 
International Green 
Construction Code (U.S)

 Enhance Energy Star 
(U.S.)

* Dimplex has submitted an application to include electric fireplaces in the next revision
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 All models may plug in to 110 volt outlet
M t ‘b ild ’ d l l b

Installation Tips -- electrical

 Most ‘builder’ models may also be 
connected to 220 volt

 A dedicated line is recommended
 All electric fireplaces may be direct-wired 

with varying degrees of difficulty
 If fireplace cannot be removed from the wall 

cavity, then it must be direct-wired, and not 
on a plug
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 All electric fireplaces are ‘zero-clearance’, and may be 
installed into any material – wood, drywall, MDF, stone, 

Installation Tips -- location

y , y , , ,
metal, tile -- your creativity is the limit

 Electric fireplaces do not require venting because 
nothing is burning – an exterior wall is not required

 Electric fireplaces offer the option to turn off the heat 
while still having a flame – no room is too small 

 The glass face of an electric fireplace will never get hot 
enough to burn stray fingers -- electric fireplaces are 
safe for areas with children and the elderly, or any 
public space
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 Electric fireplaces cost less to purchase, 
i t ll d t th fi l

Installation Tips -- cost

install, and operate than a gas fireplace
 $400 to $3000 to purchase most common units

 $150 to $250 to install, plus cost of electrical 
wiring if not already present, plus cost of site 
preparation such as drywall, stone, tile, etc.

 $.004 per hour without heat to $.19 per hour 
with maximum heat
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 On-wall & In-wall

Product Classifications

 Built-in & Free-standing

 Media cabinets & Mantels 
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 On-wall vs. In-wall
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 Built-in vs. Freestanding Furniture
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BEFORE

AFTER
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 Media Cabinets vs. Mantels
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Getting creative with
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• Panoramic 60” fireplace
• White-washed wood 

planks, ship-lap style
Ledgestone columns• Ledgestone columns

• Floating live-edge beam
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• Panoramic deep fireboxes, 
one with a frame, one 
without
Black leather wall panels• Black leather wall panels

• Walnut wood panels
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• Traditional 45” firebox
• Natural stone veneer
• Reclaimed barn beam 

mantel
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• Linear 74” fireplace set 
inside custom floating 
media cabinet

• ‘Barnboard’ wood planks 
on the wall
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• Traditional 30” firebox
• Brick veneer with 

decorative ‘soldier 
course’ insetcourse  inset

• MDF paneling with light 
sconces

• Still to come: steel 
mantel and custom 
screen
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• Frameless linear firebox 
with rocks

• Custom shadow box 
surroundsurround

• Ledgestone panels
• Floral wallpaper
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Linear 50” fireplace, natural stone veneer, custom cabinetry
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Before and After: Gas fireplace removal and replacement
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Before and After: Gas fireplace removal and replacement
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Before and After: fireplace/TV feature wall in condo
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Before and After:

Fireplace/TV wall unit
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What are the latest products?
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Linear fireboxes
• Long, lean, low-profile
• With crystal ember beds,
driftwood, stones, salt
• On-wall and in-wall

Building & Decorating with 
Electric Fireplaces

Panoramic
•Frameless or 
minimal frame
•Slim 6-7” depthp
•Deep 12” depth
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Mist & Steam
•Water-based 
‘flames’ enhanced 
by lighty g
•Linear styles, 
some in modular 
lengths
•Also more 
traditional styles
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More realistic fires 
•Video mixed with 
logs and sound
Mirrors see through•Mirrors, see-through 

panels, blue flames
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Slimmer profiles on
traditional fireboxes
•Moving to 7” - 9” 
depth on manydepth on many 
models,  including 
builder models
•Largest units are 33” 
wide with 9.5” depth, 
42” wide with 12.25” 
depth
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Use of LED & 
coloured light
•LED lighting inside 
logs on  traditional g
models,  or as  colour 
accents in and around
contemporary styles
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See-through, 2-sided 
and 3-sided
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Outdoor models
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Questions?
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